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June 11, 2017      2 Corinthians 13:14  

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

 

In the 1992 Disney movie Aladdin, a young man was given three wishes when he found a magic lamp with a 

powerful Genie inside that would give him anything he wanted.  In the real world, Solomon was given the gift 

of asking for anything he wanted from God.  In our prayer life, God’s Word says, “Ask, and it will be given to 

you.”  This isn’t a blank check to get what we want.  But it is a command to pray with the promise that what we 

need will be given to us.  So God expects us to pray and wants to give.  What do you pray for?   

 

Out of all the things that Paul wanted for the Corinthians and for all Christians, it wasn’t primarily health.  It 

wasn’t wealth.  It wasn’t popularity.  It wasn’t even safety.  It was grace.  When you read through Paul’s letters 

in the Bible, he almost always starts out by saying, “Grace and peace to you.”  He closes with the same blessing 

- for them and us to receive the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.   In this case it was grace, love and fellowship.  

Really, they all go together as a package deal from the same Triune God.   

 

Grace, Love and Fellowship Be With You from the Triune God 

 

That’s such a neat thing in preaching on this Trinity Sunday.  It’s not just a matter of defining who God is in His 

persons - three in One.  We more importantly see how this Triune God works with us and what He does for us 

for our salvation.  These are the defining characteristics of how our God deals with us, in grace, love and 

fellowship.  This is how God wants us to think of Him, what He wants us to believe about Him.  When we think 

of God in this way, it is an encouragement to pray and look to Him for blessings.   

 

I.  What are they?  

 

In order to understand and appreciate what gifts these are, it would be good for us to look at the Bible to define 

them again and remember what they are.  We tend to throw these terms around so often that we can easily 

forget what they actually mean.  Look at how Paul uses this term in the Bible.   

 

Ephesians 3:8 Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to 

preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,   

Ephesians 4:7–8 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why 

it says: “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.” 

 

Grace seems to refer to a gift or gifts that God has given to someone, gifts that are undeserved.  It is the very 

nature of grace that it has to be an undeserved gift that isn’t earned or worked for.  Paul wrote in Romans 11:6,  

“And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.” 

 

Paul’s final blessing to the Corinthians was that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ would be with them.  This 

greatest grace isn’t found in an ability that we are given.  It is in Jesus and what He has done for us.   He is the 

ultimate grace.  Paul wrote in Romans, “the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass 

of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, 
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Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!”  What is the gift that Jesus brings?  Paul tells the Galatians in Galatians 

1:3–5, “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  who gave himself for 

our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.”  The grace of Jesus is the free gift of the forgiveness of sins that He earned 

for us on the cross, when Jesus was punished for the sins of the world.  We don’t have to earn this forgiveness.  

Jesus gives it to us through faith.  The Holy Spirit pours this gift on us in baptism.   

 

The love of God the Father points to the same place.  Why did God decide to send Jesus to die for us and give 

us this gracious gift of forgiveness for free?  It was the love of God the Father - who sent His Son to die for our 

sins.  1 John 4 says, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  Paul wanted us to be blessed with knowing that God the Father 

loves us so much that He was willing to have His Son sacrificed for us, and Jesus was willing to make that 

sacrifice as well.   

 

The Holy Spirit is the One who moves to us and tells us who Jesus is and what He did for us.  He opens our 

minds and hearts to know and believe that our God is a loving and gracious God in Jesus.  This is what Paul 

refers to as the “fellowship” of the Holy Spirit.  Another translation of that word is “communion.”  We recently 

had some company stay at our house for Rylee’s graduation.  Their personalities came into our household.  

They spoke with us and laughed with us.  They ate and drank with us, watched TV with us and played board 

games with us.  We welcomed them into our home, and our household changed while they were here.  The Holy 

Spirit brings the Father and the Son with Him and brings the Triune God into our souls.   

 

When we read the Bible and when we receive the Lord’s Supper, these are ways that this fellowship is 

strengthened.  Sometimes our children have friends stay over for a few days.  Usually they will stay in the 

basement and we don’t see too much of them.  Even though they are in our house, we don’t get to know them as 

well as we could.  When the Holy Spirit moves into your house in your baptism, He doesn’t want to live in the 

basement.  He wants to speak to you, and He wants you to speak to Him.  This happens when you listen to the 

Word of God and you pray to Him.  He wants to be in regular conversation with you.  He wants to feed you 

with the Supper of the body and blood of Jesus, so that you are more intimately intertwined with Him as well.  

He speaks to you of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ.  You grow to know your loving Triune God more and 

more.  This is how the Holy Spirit “communes” with us.  Life naturally changes with God living in you.   

 

II.  Doesn’t everybody have them?   

 

If you think about this - how Paul was so consumed and concerned with people having the grace, love and 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit - think about it from the opposite point of view.  Why did he put so much 

emphasis on it?  He didn’t take it for granted that everyone had God’s grace and love and fellowship.  In 

Romans 2 and Ephesians 2 Paul made it clear that we are born under God’s wrath.  David prayed that the 

LORD wouldn’t take His Holy Spirit from him in Psalm 51.  Jesus Himself warned of the dangers that come 

with the pleasures of life, how people can be choked out in their relationship with God.  Jesus said that the 

pathway to destruction was wide, and that many enter into hell.   The Bible doesn’t hold God’s love up in a way 

to say that God can’t hate or God can’t damn.  God does hate and God does damn plenty of people to hell.  Yet 

the attitude today seems to think “God would never do that,”  at least not with anyone I know.   
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We now assume grace and love.   We have a sense of entitlement to it, because we pray or because we were 

confirmed or baptized.  Therefore, God has to accept me, no matter what I say or do.  When we hear that we are 

sinful at birth we pass it off and say, “Yeah, but everyone is sinful from birth.  It’s not a huge deal.”  When we 

think a disgusting thought, we pass it off and say, “Well, I’m only human.”  When one of you gets drunk you 

have the audacity to laugh about it and joke about it, when God clearly threatens that drunkards will not enter 

the kingdom of heaven.  You speak vulgarities as if God didn’t care about filthy language that comes from your 

lips.  You fly off the handle and don’t think twice about it.  You spend your money on so many frivolities and 

get in debt up to your ears, and never stop to think that God demands you to be a good steward with what you 

have.  You confess that God is a holy God who hates sin but you sure don’t live like it.  What is the result?  

Grace and love and fellowship become boring, and this is a scary thing to think about.  We don’t pray for God’s 

grace and love, because we assume that God somehow owes it to us just because we call ourselves Christian.   

 

III.  They are precious gifts from God 

 

Grace is a wonderful thing.  God wants to give us forgiveness, even though we take it for granted.  He doesn’t 

want to damn us, even though we deserve it.  He doesn’t want to hold our sins against us.  He has found a free 

and painless way to bring us to heaven.  He died for all of our sins.  He bathes us in Jesus at our baptism.  He 

fills us with Jesus in the Lord’s Supper.  Why?  Because He is a God of love and grace.  So we can cherish 

these gifts and enjoy them on a daily basis.  We, even as sinners who take His grace for granted, still receive 

His grace when we cling to Christ in faith.  Paul wrote, “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more.”  

That is a beautiful thing to know.  I need that grace every day.   

 

Think about what it is like to really live without grace.  Kathy Griffin was recently put in the spotlight for 

holding a severed head of a President Trump replica.  She wanted the world to know that she hated President 

Trump and wanted him dead.  Then when she was shamed for what she did, she made an apology.  But she 

didn’t know what to do, because she still hates President Trump.  Immediately the apology was judged by the 

public.  She was fired by CNN.  Her apology was put under the public spotlight.  Was it genuine or not?  She 

wasn’t shown any mercy or forgiveness, and I don’t know if she wanted it - at least from God.   

 

God’s grace doesn’t work that way.  He doesn’t shame us just to get a pound of flesh out of us and humiliate us.  

He does it to lead us to His merciful Son.  The wounded head of Christ keeps us from the desire to behead 

anyone.  Forgiveness wipes the history clean.  The gift of grace gives us a clean slate before God.  We have this 

wonderful gift of grace in Jesus, where we can simply cling to Jesus and have complete and total forgiveness.  

We have a gracious God who can take care of us no matter who the President is.   When sinners we repent, we 

joyfully forgive.  But without grace, people don’t get it.   

 

Love.  The love of this world is shown in tolerance.  Let everyone do what they want to do, and don’t do 

anything to stop them.  There was a story in the news a few months ago about a teenage girl who was so 

“loving” to a boy who wanted to commit suicide that she actually talked him into it and encouraged him to do it.  

When he finally did, his parents were devastated and saddened by what he did and she did.  It was not loving to 

give him what he seemingly wanted.  He needed help and encouragement to live.  But the girl didn’t know what 

true love is.  She did nothing to fight for him, because she didn’t know what true love is and does.   
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We need a deeper love.  A better love.  A holy love.  We have it when we see Jesus.   God was willing to suffer 

and sacrifice Himself for the salvation of people who didn’t deserve it or even want it.  He lovingly exposed to 

us the seriousness of sin and the price He was willing to pay for that sin.  He called on us to repent and believe 

in Him.  This is the love we know and live with as Christians.  Love is willing to call people to repentance and 

faith in Jesus.  We don’t want people to suffer as a result of their sinful desires and decisions.  We say the 

difficult thing, even when we know they will hate us for it.  We do the difficult thing even when it causes us 

pain to us or to them.  This is the Christian type of love that we have in Christ.   

 

And what of the fellowship?  It’s a sad thing - how people are so disconnected in our world - even as they claim 

to be connected.   You see people constantly checking Instagram or Facebook or Twitter, right in the presence 

of each other.  Instead of taking the time to talk and relate with each other, the fellowship of husband and wife, 

father and son, mother and daughter, is eroding.  As young men and women rush into sexual relationships, they 

don’t take the time to develop trust and commitment in those relationships, so they end up broken and fractured 

time and again.  Other people seek fellowship through sports and drinking and many other varieties, but those 

relationships go up and down based on whether their team is winning or whether they are in season or not.   

 

Paul wanted us to have a deeper fellowship, that of the Holy Spirit who lives inside us through our baptism and 

through a continuous use of the Word and Sacraments.  The Holy Spirit knows our thoughts and our feelings.  

He comforts us when we are depressed and encourages us when we are down.  He also enables us to live with 

others and genuinely care for one another, to pray for one another, and commune with each other at the Table.  

He shows us how to love in a committed way.  Think of how the Holy Spirit made the early church so tight 

even in the midst of persecution.  Instead of driving them apart they only became tighter with each other and 

with Jesus as they were being scattered.  The communion of the Holy Spirit did that with them, and He does it 

with us.  He brings us together in a union that you can find nowhere else.  When we go through adversity we 

grow closer together.  This is the kind of communion Paul wanted for the Corinthians and for us.   

 

Grace, love and fellowship are not just terms.  They aren’t just bland descriptions.  They are powerful gifts from 

God that we need.  In 1 Corinthians 15:10 he said, “by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me 

was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was 

with me.”  It was grace that made him who he was and motivated him to reach out to thousands.”  In 2 

Corinthians 12:9 when Paul was suffering from a thorn in the flesh God said to him, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” God’s grace gave him the strength to get through.  He 

wanted them for the Corinthians, and he wanted them for you and me as well.  He asked that grace, love and 

fellowship be WITH you.  You have these wonderful gifts from our Triune God.  Do not take them for granted.   

Cherish them and use them and share them with others.  Who would want to live any other way?  Amen.   


